
With a new Congress, a new state legislative session, and local government budgeting in full swing, 
your Chamber is fully engaged in advancing an agenda to promote economic growth and  free 
enterprise. This advocacy is one of your most important benefits of Chamber membership.

In the coming weeks and months, several issues are likely to arise that will affect our business 
climate. Periodically, the Chamber will issue “Action Alerts” to update you and seek your input on 
pending measures that will impact you and your business.

Later this month, a delegation led by the Chamber will 
travel to Washington DC to advance our issues with 
federal officials. On Friday, March 6 you are invited to a 
Business Leaders Luncheon that will provide a summary 
of happenings at the state capitol.

With your continued support, we can ensure that 
business concerns are a priority at all levels of 
government.

February 2015
The mission of  the Mason City Area Chamber of  Commerce is to promote progressive 

community and economic development to benefit Chamber members and the North Iowa region.

Phone 641.423.5724		  www.masoncityia.com		  chamber@masoncityia.com		  Fax 641.423.5725

Vision. Leadership. Advocacy.

Together, We CAN Make a Difference

Time:	      7-9AM

Date:         Tuesday, February 17

Location:   Kaplan University
	
	       2570 4th St SW
	       Mason City

Sponsored By:

After months of effort, the Mason City Chamber of Commerce is proud to announce Blue Zone 
Worksite Designation! We’ve invested our time and effort to be healthier while at work. 

The worksite pledge provides resources, expertise, and collateral to help complete the pledge 
items along with detailed information on the research behind each pledge action item. We 
encourage your worksite to join the movement and become a designated worksite.  

Throughout the designation, the Chamber has implemented several wellness related items 
such as offering personality assessments to employees, creating walking routes throughout the 
Commerce Center, micro walking breaks, and a step tracking program.

Our proudest achievement is the implementation of our step tracking program. Each month, 
the Chamber staff chooses a total step goal for themselves.  Using our Fitbits, we track our daily 
steps as we reach for our individual goals. 
Each week, we report our step totals in our 
staff meetings. This allows us to keep each 
other accountable and 
motivated.  

Chamber Celebrates Blue Zone  
Worksite Designation

Join Us
EVERY Tuesday  

Coffee at the 
Chamber

7:30-8:30AM 
Board Room | NIRCC

 9 N Federal 
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New Members
ViSalus - Body by Vi
Pete & RaNae Hjelle
Mason City, IA 50401
641-583-0729 or 641-583-5500
hjellebeans@netconx.net
www.peteranae.bodybyvi.com
ViSalus is the #1 weight loss & fitness 
challenge in North America.  The % of 
overweight adults has sky rocketed to over 
70%. We are challenging you to change that 
with Project 10.

Thirty-One Gifts
Casey Dirksen
202 River Street
Mason City, IA 50401
641-583-1648
Hyproball@gmail.com
www.mythirtyone.com/CaseyDirksen/
Thirty-One offers stylish and reasonably 
priced totes, purses, organizational tools 
and home products, many of which can be 
personalized. Our products make fantastic 
gifts for any woman and wonderful rewards 
for you.

Mercy Dermatology Center
Lisa May
1421 4th St SW
Mason City, IA 50401
641-428-2080
www.mercynorthiowa.com
Fully staffed dermatology center specializing 
in the evaluation and treatment of skin 
conditions.

Mercy Family Pharmacy - Regency
Ryan Corell
621 S Illinois Ave
Mason City, IA 50401
641-428-6940
www.mercynorthiowa.com
Medicaid Pharmaceutical Case Management 
provider, the pharmacy can also prepare 
specialty medications through compounding 
and consults regularly on hormone 
replacement therapy.  Free delivery.

Mercy Family Clinic - Regency
Lisa Baltierra
621 S Illinois Ave
Mason City, IA 50401
641-428-6900
www.mercynorthiowa.com
Located on the east side of Mason City, this 
clinic provides such services as primary 
care, radiology, laboratory, EKG, colposcopy, 
laceration repair and lesion removal. 

Mercy Urgent Care
1631 4th St SW
Mason City, IA 50401
www.mercynorthiowa.com
Urgent Care is for people who have a sudden 
illness or injury and who need to see a 
doctor right away. Our providers are experts 
in diagnosis and treatment of medical 
problems needing immediate care. This 
new facility is located on the west end of 
Willowbrook Mall adjacent to the Women’s 
Center.

Ag Speaker: Roger McEowen

Air Choice One - Staff  Trip

The Chamber’s Agribusiness Committee 
recently hosted Professor Roger 
McEowen from Iowa State University 
to present information about Ag Tax 
updates and Estate Planning.

The session covered several tax updates 
and changes for the new calendar year 
that affect our Agricultural community.  

Chamber staff members used vouchers distributed at the Chamber’s Annual Meeting to take 
their first flight on Air Choice One on the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. The new commercial 
air service makes four flights a day to/from Mason City and Chicago. The airline will add flights 
to St. Louis to the flight schedule starting February 23rd.

- Save the Date- 
Business Leaders Luncheon - March 6
Business Leaders Luncheon
11:30AM-1PM
Friday, March 6, 2015
Event Room – Commerce Center
$5 includes lunch

John Stineman of the Iowa Chamber Alliance and 
Craig Patterson of Professional Developers of Iowa 
will share their thoughts on the state legislative 
session.

Presented by:



e had great weather for our second annual ChamBRRR 5K on January 17th! Thanks 
to all of the runners, walkers and teams who came out to support the 5K! We also 
want to thank Holiday Inn Express for sponsoring the race and the Chamber’s 
Events Committee for putting together a great event!
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New MembersChamBRRR 5K
Mercy Women’s Health Center
Lori Barkela
1631 4th St SW
Mason City, IA 50401
641-428-6000
www.mercynorthiowa.org
Now located on the west end of 
Willowbrook Mall, the Women’s Center 
provides in-depth information on the 
prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and 
care of conditions that affect women of 
all ages.

Mercy Home Therapy Shoppe
Krystal Thoe
1501 4th St SW
Mason City, IA 50401
641-428-5920
www.mercynorthiowa.com
Providing customers with a large variety 
of home medical equipment and supplies.  
Customers can feel confident they will go 
home with the right medical equipment to 
meet their healthcare needs.

Titan Pro SCI
Jeff Meints
1301 S 24th St
Clear Lake, IA 50428
jeffmeints@titanprosci.com
www.titanprosci.com
641-357-7283
Launched in September 2009 in Clear 
Lake as a seed, chemical, crop insurance 
and fertilizer company, Titan Pro reaches 
throughout the 9 Midwest states with 
agricultural professionals and over 240 
farmer dealers representing them in their 
areas.  

Cupid’s Undie Run
Loni Dirksen
Volunteer Race Director
masoncity@cupidsundierun.com
www.cupidsundierun.com
Cupid’s Undie Run is where a little crazy 
meets a lot of charity. Tumors suck 
and we’re here to fight them with the 
most fun event in the world. Check out 
our website and join us for the run on 
February 14 beginning at Music Man 
Square.

Mason City Surgery Center
Tyler Johanns
990 4th St SW
Mason City, IA 50401
contact@mcsurgerycenter.com
641-494-2000
www.mcsurgerycenter.com
Facility features fully equipped 
operating rooms with the latest 
advanced instrumentation.  Highly 
qualified nursing and technical staff 
were recruited for their experience and 
expertise. Mason City Surgery Center 
is a partnership between the Mercy 
Medical Center-NI and ASC Physician 
Partners, LLC.

W

2015 Chamber Bowl - February 3&4
Join us for our annual 9-pin winter bowling event scheduled for February 3 and 4, 2015. 
Chamber Bowl is a fun social event that fills Mystic Lanes. Six-player teams demonstrate their 
bowling skills; dinner is provided and lots of prizes are awarded.

	 Time: 	 Registration from 3:30-3:50PM  |  Bowling begins at 4PM  |  Meal at 7PM
	 Date: 	 Two Nights of Fun! Tuesday, February 3 or Wednesday, February 4
	 Place: 	 Mystic Lanes  |  2571 4th St SE, Mason City
	 Fee: 	 $180 per team of six (includes meal, three games, and shoe rental)

Don’t forget! We present a “Best Dressed Team” award!

Contact Tanner at the Chamber for a registration form:  
tobrien@masoncityia.com | 641-423-5724

Sponsored by: 

Chamber Concierge Card- Get Yours Today!
The Chamber Concierge Card is a punch-card of business services. By purchasing a Concierge 
Card for $100, you will be able to use five services from the concierge menu during the 2015 
calendar year. Services, such as a dental or legal consultation, will be provided free-of-charge 
with this card. As a consumer, you may select a service from the Chamber Concierge Menu and 
then contact the provider to set up your free appointment.  

This card is available to anyone, but is especially attractive for new residents and businesses in 
North Iowa. If you are “shopping around” for a financial planner, dentist, computer consultant, 
etc. this card allows you the ability to “try before you buy”.   

To purchase a Chamber Concierge Card, please contact Tanner O’Brien at the Chamber.  
641.423.5724 | tobrien@masoncityia.com

Edwards-Brandt employees walked 
the 5K as a team.

Team members from team 
First Citizen’s pass off the 
baton. They won the team 
competition with a time 

of 20:14.

Congratulations to the top two male and 
female runners: Sheri Sprung,  

Jon Hardinger, Matt Kennedy, Teri Tusha!
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Visit Mason City staff 
attends ABA Marketplace 
VMC Project Coordinator, Lindsey James, 
was recently in St. Louis marketing Mason 
City as a destination for group tours during 
the American Bus Association’s annual 
Marketplace event. 
During her 3-day stay, Lindsey had the 
opportunity to attend education seminars 
and network with group tour planners from 
across the country. She also spent an entire 
day meeting one-on-one with pre-qualified 
tour operators during pre-scheduled 
appointments. 
“The appointments went very well. People 
are very excited about all that Mason City 
has to offer. Many of the planners I spoke 
with are in the process of planning for 2016 

and 2017 and hope to include Mason City in their plans. I look forward to following up with 
them and helping them plan their visits,” says Lindsey. 

It’s estimated that 68% of the planners in attendance conduct business in the Midwest 
annually. Lindsey distributed Visit Mason City information to 54 group tour operators during the 
marketplace. She will spend the next few weeks following up with these prospects. 

In February, Lindsey will travel to Chicago to represent Mason City at the Heartland Travel 
Showcase. 

Let VMC help promote 
your upcoming event 
 
Visit Mason City is in the process of updating 
our Calendar of Events, located at 

www.VisitMasonCityIowa.com.  
Nearly 3,500 travelers access the Visit Mason City 

website each month… The Calendar of Events is the 
most viewed page on the site! 

Our primary purpose is to list arts and cultural events 
happening in the Mason City/Clear Lake area: 
concerts, theatre, literary events, dance, etc; museum and 
art gallery exhibitions, festivals and large public sporting 
events. All tourism-focused events in Cerro Gordo 
County that are open to the general public will be 
considered for placement on the web site but priority will 
be given to those in Mason City. The event should be 
unique to the community and of interest to travelers 
outside the community. 

To have your event considered for listing on the web, 
please complete the online submission form available at: 

http://www.visitmasoncityiowa.com/index.php/events-
calendar/submit-a-visit-mason-city-event 

TRAVEL TREND 
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NEW MEMBER
Air Choice One 

9184 265th Street  
(Mason City Airport)

Ribbon Cutting
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Membership 
Renewals

Congratulations to the following members 
who are celebrating membership 
anniversaries in February.

Seventy Plus Years
Floyd & Leonard (71)

Fifty Plus Years
Winston & Byrne, PC (57)

Thirty Plus Years
Lea Mobile Glass, Inc (39)
Marco, Inc (37)
Mason City By-Products (35)
Mason City Community School District (31)

Twenty Plus Years
Fairway Outdoor Advertising (29)
Advanced Systems, Inc. (28)
Animal Medical Hospital (23)
Clausen Plumbing & Heating (23)
Crisis Intervention Service (23)
Custom Auto Builders (23)
New Dimensions Hair Studio (23)
Mantronics Mailing Machines (22)

Ten Years Plus
Edgar Financial Group (18)
Mason City Foundation/The Music Man  
    Square (17)
State Farm Insurance-Clint Thomas (15)
Corporate Farmer, Inc. (14)
Globe Siding Insulation & Window Co. (11)
McQuaid Agency (11)
Mason City Board of Realtors (10)

Five Years Plus
First Covenant Church (8)
Edward Jones-Sara Carlsson & Jason Geving (8)
North Iowa Redemption Center (7)
Allstate-Brian Randall Agency (7)
Jiffy Lube (7)
Mason City Noon Rotary Club (7)
Julie Kim Design (5)
XanGo (5)
Shred Right (5)
Sunbeam Christian Childcare & Preschool (5)

One Year Plus
Bergo Environmental Services (4)
Roller City (3)
North Central Mechanical Services (3)
Stellar Truck & Trailer (3)
Woodford Lumber & Home (2)
River City Morning Kiwanis (2)
Bark Break Hotel (1)
Tailgater’s Sports Bar & Grill LLC (1)
Holiday Inn Express & Suites - Northwood (1)
North Iowa Christian School (1)

Bill Drury “Passion for Service” Seminar

The annual Ag Breakfast is scheduled for 7AM on Wednesday, March 18th in the All Seasons 
building at the North Iowa Events Center. This annual appreciation event, which is typically attended 
by 400-500 people, brings farm and business together for an early morning breakfast hosted and 
served by the Chamber’s Agribusiness Committee.  

Minnesota farm girl and long-time Mason City educator Deadra Stanton is the 
featured speaker. Deadra, owner and presenter of Creative Communications, 
has been a teacher of English, Speech, and Theatre for more than 31 years. She 
is an honors graduate of Mankato State University and holds a Masters degree 
in Education from St. Mary’s University. With majors in Speech Communications, 
Theatre Arts, and Business Administration, she brings a diverse background to 
the podium. 

Tickets are available in tables of 8 priced at $75 for Chamber Members and $88 
for non members. Individual tickets may be purchased for $11 each.  
Please contact Tanner at the Chamber for more information or to purchase tickets:  
641-423-5724 | tobrien@masoncityia.com 

Thank you to the Ag Breakfast Sponsors: 

Ag Breakfast Ticket Sales - March 18

Deadra Stanton

Customer service expert, Bill Drury, will present a workshop entitled, “A Passion for Service” (How 
to Win Customers and Reduce Lost Sales) at 8:30AM -12PM on Wednesday, April 8, 2015 at 
the Commerce Center. From 1985 till 1990, Drury was the National Training Consultant for the Zig 
Ziglar Corporation. He speaks, trains, and travels extensively, and has proven to be one of the most 
effective and entertaining speakers in the industry.

Subjects Bill will cover include: Who really signs your paycheck; Stay motivated; Make a great first 
impression; Create a vision for service; Communicate respect to every customer; Personalize your 
service; Listen; Handle the irate customer; Overcome stress and burnout; and How to handle the ten 
most difficult customers. 

Your investment is only:			          One attendee		 Five or more 
Chamber Member Registration (before April 1)	        $89.00 each		  $79.00 each
Chamber Member Registration (after April 1)	        $99.00 each		  $109.00 each
Non-Member Registration			          $199.00 each			 

SEATING IS LIMITED – SECURE YOUR SEAT AND REGISTER TODAY - CALL 641-423-5724!

Thank 
you!
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Thank you to this year’s Premier members 
who have gone above and beyond in 
their support of the Chamber programs, 
events and the North Iowa Band Festival.  
These members have made commitments 
to our Investor packages or customized 
their own package from our many events, 
sponsorships and marketing packages.  
Premier status gives members special 
mentions in the monthly newsletter, first 
chance at events and sponsorships, and 
special recognition at the Annual Meeting.   
If anyone is interested in becoming a 
Premier member, please contact the 
Chamber.

Gold ($6,000 & up)
First Citizens National Bank

Silver ($3,000 - $5,999)
Clear Lake Bank & Trust

Diamond Jo Casino
Holiday Inn Express - Mason City
POET Biorefining - Hanlontown

Principal Financial Group

Bronze ($1,000 -$2,999)
Casey’s General Store
Henkel Construction

Kaplan University
Mercy Medical Center - North Iowa

Pritchard Family Auto Stores
Wells Fargo Bank

Premier  
Members2014-2015 YIELD Graduates

The Mason City Area Chamber of Commerce and the Mason City Youth Task Force formed a 
partnership in 2003 to provide leadership training for area youth. The YIELD program (Youth 
Investing Energy in Leadership Development) is an investment in our future citizens and leaders 
that will surely yield huge benefits for North Iowa. This program has become a model for youth 
leadership programs and has been replicated in other communities, including some in our region.

In Mason City, YIELD participation is limited to high school juniors from Mason City High School, 
Newman High School, and the Alternative School. These students were identified as good students 
and good citizens who are likely to emerge as future community leaders.  Thank you to Principals 
Dan Long, Tony Adams, and Dave Ciccetti for their continued support.

Special thanks to this year’s YIELD supporters who provided the professional expertise and 
financial resources necessary to continue this important program.

Business Sponsors
Ag Processing, Inc.*
Alpha Orthodontics
Cerro Gordo Independent Insurance Agents
Clear Lake Bank & Trust
Dr. Judith Demro, PC*
Family Dentistry*
First Citizens National Bank*
Harley Davidson of Mason City*
Heiny, McManigal, Duffy, Stambaugh & Anderson, PLC*
Hogan-Bremer-Moore Colonial Chapels*
Hogan - Hansen, P.C.
Major Erickson Funeral Home & Crematory
Nettleton Dental Group*
North Iowa Community Credit Union*
North Iowa Eye Clinic*
Stadheim Jewelers*
The Law Offices of Timothy L. Lapointe, P.C.
Wells Fargo Bank of Iowa

Guest Speakers
Jessica Prazak, Mason City Youth Task Force
Debbie Foster, Visit Mason City
Ann Beasley, NIACC
U.S. Congressman Steve King
Mayor Eric Bookmeyer
J Brooks, North Iowa Broadcasting
Sarah Danik, KIMT News
Bob Fisher, DigityRadio
Jamie Heard, Mason City Public Schools
Ozzie Ohl, Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank

Facilitators
Chamber of Commerce:
Robin Anderson & Allyson Krull 

Youth Task Force:
Carol Brown & Valerie Cumming

*Denotes multi-year sponsor
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Be Our Guest
une in Friday mornings 
to the Chamber “Be Our 
Guest” program at 8:40AM 
on KRIB 1490 AM. Digity 

Communications provides this benefit to 
Chamber members free of charge. If you 
would like to schedule a guest spot on 
the show, please contact the Chamber. 
Listen in for February’s guests!

February 6	 YMCA
		  Cait Hamilton

February 13	 Titan Pro SCI
		  Marc Neuman	
	

February 20	 Thirty-One Gifts
		  Casey Dirksen

February 27	 First Citizens 		
		  National Bank
		  Bob Klocke

T



Chamber Leadership

Executive Committee
Bob Klocke, Chairman of the Board
   First Citizens National Bank
Kim Pang, Past Chair
   Diamond Jo Casino 
Steve Noto, Chair-Elect & Government Affairs 
   Division Vice President 
   Stoney Creek Hospitality Corporation 
Todd Kirkpatrick, Treasurer 
   Clear Lake Bank & Trust
Julie Valencia, Business Division Vice President
    Kaplan University
Traci Rohrer, Community & Membership 
   Division Vice President
   Wells Fargo Bank
Holly Eichmann, Workforce & Leadership
   Division Vice President
   Express Employment Professionals

Board of  Directors
Sherry Becker, NIVC Services
Dave Bergan, Armour-Eckrich Meats
Josh Brueggeman, Accord Architecture
Kelly Hansen, POET Biorefining - Hanlontown
Jerry Knoll, Hawkeye Auto Body
Eric Levenhagen, ProWise Tax & Accounting
Tara McLaughlin, Country Inn & Suites-
    Worth County
Garett McKiness, McKiness Excavating, Inc.
Dr. Paul Manternach, Mercy Medical Center
    —North Iowa
Kirk Paulson, NSB Bank
Bill Schickel, KCMR FM Inspirational 97.9FM
Chad Wickman, Northern Cedar Service
Mike Winblade, Hy-Vee West
Joel Yunek, Yunek Law Firm PLC

Staff
Robin Anderson, CCE, IOM
   President & Chief Executive Officer
   randerson@masoncityia.com
Allyson Krull
   Marketing & Leadership Development 
   Director
    akrull@masoncityia.com
Tanner O’Brien
   Program Director
    tobrien@masoncityia.com
Gary Lindgren
    Membership Development Director
    glindgren@masoncityia.com
Sharon Lindgren
    Membership Services Director
    slindgren@masoncityia.com
Mikki Baker
     Service & Operations Director
     chamber@masoncityia.com

This is a Mason City Chamber of Commerce Publication. 
Mason City, Iowa 50401 641.423.5724

Publications are monthly for $20 per year by the Mason City 
Chamber of Commerce, 9 North Federal Avenue, Mason City, IA 
50401-3250. Second Class postage paid at Mason City, IA. Post-
master: send address changes to The Chamber, 9 North Federal 
Avenue, Mason City, IA 50401-3250.
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March 5         New Members Luncheon
March 6        Business Leaders Luncheon 
March 6-15   Chamber trip to China 

Upcoming Events   MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Chamber Bowl | 4-8PM
Mystic Lanes | 2571 4th St SE

Tuesday		
February 3

Thursday
February 19

Ambassador Meeting | 12-1PM
Third Floor Event Room | NIRCC | 9 N Federal

Washington, D.C. TripTuesday - Friday	
February 24-27

Tuesday 
February 17

Ag Business Committee | 7:30-8:30AM
Board Room | NIRCC | 9 N Federal

Business Resource Committee | 7:30-8:30AM	
Farrer Room | NIRCC | 9 N Federal

Wednesday	
February 4

March 18     Chamber Ag Breakfast 
March 19     Business After Hours
	           Pritchard’s Family Auto Store

Thursday	
February 12

Friday	
February 13

Events Committee Meeting | 12-1PM
Farrer Room | NIRCC | 9 N Federal

Band Festival Committee | 12:15-1PM
Band Festival Room | NIRCC | 9 N Federal

Business Before Hours | 7-9 AM 	
Kaplan University | 2570 4th St SW

EVERY Tuesday |  Coffee at the Chamber | 7:30-8:30AM 
			      Board Room | NIRCC | 9 N Federal 

Chamber Bowl | 4-8PM
Mystic Lanes | 2571 4th St SE

Blue Zones Project Worksite Committee | 12-1PM 
Board Room | NIRCC | 9 N Federal 


