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February 2017
The mission of  the Mason City Area Chamber of  Commerce is to promote progressive 

community and economic development to benefit Chamber members and the North Iowa region.

Chamber Bowl - February 7-9

Ag Breakfast - March 22, 2017
Vision. Leadership. Advocacy.

Time:      4:30-6:30PM

Date:         Thursday, February 16

Location:   Main Street Mason City
                   Commerce Center
            9 N Federal Ave

Sponsored 
By: 

 The Chamber’s 35th annual Ag Breakfast is set for 7AM on Wednesday, March 22nd in the All 
Seasons Building at the North Iowa Events Center. This annual appreciation event is attended by 
400-500 people, bringing together farm and business for an early morning 
breakfast hosted and served by the Agribusiness Committee.  

The 2017 Ag Breakfast has a special guest speaker: Iowa Secretary of 
Agriculture Bill Northey. Secretary Northey is a fourth generation corn and 
soybean farmer, and is committed to telling the story of Iowa’s agriculture! In 
his tenth year in office, he works to expand opportunities in renewable energy 
and promote science and technology to better conserve our air, soil, and 
water quality.  

This year’s keynote speaker is Cristen Clark, an Iowa farmer and 
author of the popular blog, Food and Swine. Clark’s family has been raising 
soybeans, corn, pigs, and cattle for as long as she can remember. In her 
blog, she divulges into the topics of family, food, and farming. Clark shares 
award-winning recipes, stories about her children, and tips about modern 
day agriculture to help farmers grow and produce more food by using fewer 
resources.

Tickets are available in books of 8 for $75 for Chamber members and $88 for 
non-members. Individual tickets are $11 each.

Tickets can be purchased by completing the enclosed order form, visiting 
masoncityia.com, or calling the Chamber office. Please contact Kativa for more information (641-
423-5724 | keckholt@masoncityia.com).

Thank you to the Ag Breakfast Sponsors:

We’re looking forward to three fun nights of networking and bowling! The 
annual Chamber Bowl event is so popular we added another night. Teams of 
six are bowling February 7, 8, and 9 at Mystic Lanes. There are prizes for high 
and low scoring teams and individuals, an award for best dressed team, and 
lots of fantastic items up for grabs in our nightly raffle drawing!  Each night of 
bowling is followed by a delicious dinner, catered by Butcher’s Steakhouse.

If your business would like to bowl, please contact Kativa at the Chamber  
to sign up or be placed on a waiting list. You can email her at  
keckholt@masoncityia.com.

Thank you to the Chamber Bowl sponsors!

Bill Northey
Iowa Secretary of Agriculture

Cristen Clark

MARK YOUR CALENDAR  
FOR UPCOMING  

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

March 16, 2017
4:30-6:30 PM
3649 4th St SW, Mason City
Sponsor: Amish Heirlooms

March 30, 2017
4:30-6:30PM
112 2nd St SE, Mason City
Sponsors: Butcher’s Steakhouse 
       & Main Event
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New Members

SIMPLY CLEAN AND 
RESTORATION 
Curtis Hartig, Owner 
1770 Lainson Ave 
Fort Dodge, IA 50501 
(515) 302-8266
curtis@simplycleanandrestoration.com
www.simplycleanandrestoration.com
The Simply Clean and Restoration 
team is committed to providing its 
customers with unsurpassed service and 
quality solutions to make homes and/
or businesses comfortable, clean and 
healthy.

HKPAYROLL SERvICES, INC. (HKP)
Stephanie Burkholder, 
Human Resources Consultant 
2345 JFK Road
Dubuque, IA 52002 
(844) 684-7359
sburkholder@hkpayroll.com
www.hkpayroll.com
HKP can take a lot off your plate 
for managing your human capital. 
From hire-to-retire, HKP provides a 
convenient and effective one-vendor 
solution for your business.

CERRO GORDO COUNTY 
TREASURER 
Patricia Wright, Treasurer
220 N Washington Ave 
Mason City, IA 50401
(641) 421-3033
pwright@co.cerro-gordo.ia.us
www.co.cerro-gordo.ia.us
The duties of the treasurer are 
threefold: property tax, motor vehicle, 
and financial management. The 
treasurer is an elected official with a 
four-year term.

ESTUS MMA/PHF KARATE
Mike Estus, Owner
6 S Commercial Alley
Mason City, IA 50401
(641) 210-5081
mike@estusmmagym.com 
www.estusmmagym.com 
Estus Mixed Martial Arts Gym and PHF 
Karate have joined together to provide 
the best MMA and karate training in 
North Iowa.

From the President
Vote March 7 on Capital Improvement Levy 

he city council recently set the date for the citizens of Mason 
City to vote on the proposed Capital Improvement Levy (CIL).  
Per Iowa Code, the levy can only be used “for the financing 
of specified capital improvements, or carrying out a specific 

capital improvements plan.”  

The council favors this levy because it will enable the City to pay 
for items with a useful life of less than 10 years up front, rather than 
bonding for them and paying interest over a term that exceeds the life 
cycle—which, in essence, increases the cost of these items. Examples 
of items that could be purchased with CIL funds include computers, 
vehicles, office equipment, and specialty items such as bullet-resistant vests.

City policy restricts Mason City’s debt service levy to $3.00 per $1000 taxable valuation. The 
current debt service levy stands at $2.74, and is scheduled to drop by an additional 27 cents this 
year.  As recently as 2012, the debt service levy was $2.96. Per state law, the CIL cannot exceed 
67.5 cents and our city policy would limit the debt service levy PLUS the CIL to a total of $3.00.

A CIL assesses industry, commercial, and residential property equally. 

Currently, 21 Iowa cities utilize a CIL. Most are cities with populations under 10,000, but 
Marshalltown uses this tool to reduce its general obligation bonding. Mason City has one of the 
lowest and most stable tax rates in the state among cities of similar population.

Robin Anderson
President & CEO

T

Leadership North Iowa
Programming for the 2017 Leadership North 
Iowa class has begun! Twenty-eight up-and-
coming leaders from area Chamber member 
businesses are represented in this year’s class. 
Participants will experience leadership training, 
tours of local businesses, and complete 
a community service project during their 
enrollment. Classes are held once-a-week on 
Thursdays for 12 weeks, and began in January. 

79th Annual North Iowa Band Festival
The 79th North Iowa Band Festival is scheduled for Memorial Day 
Weekend, May 25-29th.  The theme for this year’s event is “Music. 
Family. Fun!”  The Band Festival Committee is working hard to plan 
another outstanding festival in Downtown Mason City.

Thank you to those who have donated to help make this event 
FREE for the community!  If you would like to learn more about 
sponsorship opportunities for the North Iowa Band Festival, 
contact Kativa at the Chamber.

Chamber CEO, Robin Anderson, gives students 
tips on networking and building relationships.
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Employee Engagement Seminar
usiness growth expert Meridith Elliott Powell gave helpful tips 
during her special January webinar the “Top 5 New Year’s 
ReSOLUTIONS to Success No Matter What This Economy Does.” 
Coming this March, Powell is offering another great opportunity 

to gain valuable information to improve your business...a half-day 
seminar on employee engagement!
 
Business leaders, register now! Powell will be presenting “Own it: 
Leadership Redefined! Ownership, Engagement, Results!” in person from 
9AM-12PM on Wednesday, March 29, at the Commerce Center. 

According to Gallup, it is estimated that companies lose $450 billion a year due to lack of 
employee engagement. It is also estimated that 70% of employees remain checked out and 
do not care about the success of the company they work for; they are simply showing up and 
getting a paycheck. 

Don’t worry! Meridith has proven, research-based, simple strategies you can put into practice 
right away. Tickets to this seminar will be $25, which includes a light breakfast and refreshments 
provided by the Chamber’s Business Resource Committee.  

This seminar is sponsored by NIACC and the Mason City Chamber of 
Commerce. Register online or contact Kativa at the Chamber.

B

Top 10 Reasons to Explore China

Although China is our largest overseas trading partner, much of this country is a mystery to 
Americans. This value-priced tour provides the opportunity to experience the history, culture, 
and traditions firsthand. Check out the Top 10 Reasons to explore China with the Chamber.

#10 -  It’s a great value! Just $2,499 per person, double occupancy. (Includes round-trip  
international airfare from Los Angeles, lodging in 4-5 star hotels, three meals per day, admission 
fees to attractions)
 
#9 - Our tour goes to 7 of the Top 10 tourism destinations in China!
 
#8 - Shopping! Pearls, jade, silk, cloisonné...all at terrific prices!
 
#7 - Meet the U.S. Ambassador. We’re planning to visit the U.S. 
Embassy in Beijing (and say hello to Gov. Terry Branstad!)
 
#6 - You LOVE Chinese food!
 
#5 - You’d like to see what 1.35 billion looks like.
 
#4 - Our dates ensure you won’t miss a home Hawkeye or Cyclone 
football game!
 
#3 - You’ve heard about them, but must see the 8,000 Terra Cotta 
Warriors for yourself!
 
#2 - Amazing culture, beautiful architecture and rich history.
 
#1 - You’re curious to see how “great” that Wall really is (and check 
this one off your Bucket List!)
 

Contact Allyson at the Chamber for registration information. This is a trip you don’t want to miss!

HONEY DOME FARMS, LLC 
Tammy Fuller, Manager
2234 340th St
Plymouth, IA 50464
(515) 897-8690
honeydomefarms@gmail.com
honeydomefarms.com
Honey Dome Farms, LLC provides local 
fresh cut flowers to direct clients and 
florists and produces local raw honey.

BIz WIz MARKETING, LLC 
Alexander Bloedel, President 
106 E 2nd St, Ste A
Scarville, IA 50473
(515) 897-4249
bizwizmarketing@live.com 
www.bizwizmarketing.com 
We are a full-service marketing, 
advertising, & consulting company. 
We know that business owners don’t 
always have access to the kind of 
services that can really help them 
prosper! Biz Wiz Marketing LLC was 
founded to help businesses grow and 
compete in today’s marketplace.

New Members 
(cont)

Be Our Guest

une in Friday mornings to 
the Chamber “Be Our Guest” 
program at 8:40AM on KRIB 
1490 AM. Alpha Media USA 

provides this benefit to Chamber 
members free of charge. If you would 
like to schedule a spot on the show, 
please contact the Chamber. Tune in for 
February’s guests!

Feb 3          Estus MMA/PHF Karate
        Mike Estus

Feb 10       Mason City Noon Kiwanis
        Jeannie Kingery

Feb 17       Our Loving Children
         Jessica Dodge & vicki Ries

Feb 24        HKPayroll Services, Inc.
         Stephanie Burkholder

T

Meridith Elliott Powell

October 16-24, 2017
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Chamber Golf  Outing - Save the Date!
he annual Chamber Golf Outing will be Thursday, June 22nd at Highland Park 
Golf Course, so it’s time to clean up those clubs and start practicing your swing! 
Registration will open next month and be taken on a first-come, first-served basis. Your 
registration will include green fees, meals, and two carts per team of four. Please note 

– the rain date for this event is Monday, June 26th.

Want to be a hole sponsor? This year the golfers will get to 
vote on the best hole sponsor. The sponsor with the most 
votes will be awarded a special prize!

This event fills up quickly, so don’t wait to register! Contact 
Kativa for more information.

T
Membership 

Renewals (cont)
Congratulations to the members 
celebrating membership anniversaries 
in February!

Seventy+ Years
Floyd & Leonard (73)

Fifty+ Years
Winston & Byrne, PC (59)

Forty+ Years
Lea Mobile Glass, Inc. (41)

Thirty+ Years
Marco (39)
Mason City By-Products (37)
Mason City Community School District 
   (33)
Fairway Outdoor Advertising (31)
Advanced Systems, Inc. (30)

Twenty+ Years
Animal Medical Hospital (25)
Clausen Plumbing & Heating (25)
Crisis Intervention Service (25)
Custom Auto Builders (25)
Mantronics Mailing Machines (24)
Edgar Financial Group (20)

Fifteen+ Years
Mason City Foundation/The Music 
   Man Square (19)
State Farm Insurance-Clint Thomas 
   (17)
Corporate Farmer, Inc. (16)

Ten+ Years
Globe Siding Insulation & Window 
   Co. (13)
McQuaid Agency (13)
Greater Mason City Board of Realtors 
   (12)
First Covenant Church (10)
Edward Jones - Petersen Plaza (10)

Five+ Years
Allstate - Brian Randall Agency (9)
Jiffy Lube (9)
North Iowa Redemption Center (9)
Mason City Noon Rotary Club (9)
Julie Kim Design (7)
Robin Edgar (7)
Shred Right (7)
Bergo Environmental Services (6)
Roller City (5)
North Central Mechanical Services (5)
Stellar Truck & Trailer (5)

Upcoming Lunch & Learns
Stay connected mentally, physically, and technologically in 2017! Attend the Business Resources 
Committee’s Lunch & Learn series: “Staying Connected.”  Register now to secure your spot at 
these upcoming educational opportunities. Each session includes a light lunch and a one-hour 
presentation at the Commerce Center.  

On March 28, Haas Chiropractic will help you stay connected with their “How to 
Stay Young” presentation. A Haas Chiropractic representative will teach you how 
to maintain spinal health to keep moving and grooving for many years into the 
future!

Then, on April 11, U.S. Cellular invites you to a session on “The Next 
Big Thing in Wireless!” Learn about wireless business solutions to 
monitor the technology in your life from various devices.

If you would like to participate in either of these opportunities, or if your business like to host 
a Lunch & Learn in 2017 to encourage “Staying Connected”, please contact Kativa Eckholt at 
keckholt@masoncityia.com.

Germany - Martin Luther Reformation Trip
The Mason City Area Chamber of Commerce is teaming up with Lutheran 
churches in North Iowa to offer an unforgettable trip to Germany next 
spring. In celebration of the 500th year anniversary of the Reformation, 
follow in the footsteps of Martin Luther and connect with the places he 
lived, studied, worked, and preached throughout Germany.

The projected itinerary will include the following cities and landmarks: 
Erfurt, Augustinian Monastery, Merchants’ Bridge, Eisenach, Wartburg 
Castle, Eisleben, homes of Martin Luther, Leipzig, Torgau, Wittenberg, 
Wittenberg Castle Church, Berlin, Brandenburg Gate, and more! We 

also plan to offer an optional 2-day extension to Munich.

The final itinerary, departure dates, and pricing will be 
announced later this month.

Please contact Allyson (akrull@masoncityia.com) if you are 
interested in more information about this tour.



Community Concierge
The Community Concierge is a service of the Chamber, with the goal of helping employers 
recruit and retain high-value employees by providing resources to promote a smooth transition 
into North Iowa and help the employee and their family forge a lasting connection with the 
community.

Businesses working to recruit or welcome new high-level employees 
are encouraged to take advantage of this new service! Referrals to the 
Community Concierge are just $175!

Each referral includes:
• A personalized, guided tour of Mason City
• Help with employment for a trailing spouse
• Connection with principals or teachers at Mason City Schools
• Assistance in locating quality rental housing
• Introduction to service clubs, churches, and volunteer opportunities
• On-going touchstone for future resources once the employee is settled 

into Mason City

Additional Resources
• Online assistance for finding housing, setting up utilities and services, childcare options, and 

schools
• “Relocate to River City!” publication (to be printed in Spring 2017)
• Complimentary welcome meeting with Community Concierge (available by appointment)

Contact the Community Concierge, Colleen Frein, at cfrein@masoncityia.com or 641.423.5724.
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Membership 
Renewals (cont)

One+ Years
Woodford Lumber & Home (4)
River City Morning Kiwanis (4)
Winchester Chiropractic PLC (3)
Holiday Inn Express & Suites - 
   Northwood IA (3)
North Iowa Christian School (3)
Pastime Gardens (2)
JT Mudjacking (2)
Billion Ford of Clear Lake (1)

Do you have an employee who is 
new to Mason City?  The Chamber of 
Commerce has a unique tool to help 
connect people with service providers 
in our area.  

The Chamber Concierge Card 
connects employees who are new to 
the area with local service providers.  
The Concierge Card features dozens 
of Chamber members, including 
chiropractors, attorneys, and 
financial planners, who offer a free 
consultation or visit for card holders.  
This gives people the opportunity to 
find the best fit for them.  The card is 
$100, and can be used at your choice 
of five different providers from the 
Concierge Menu.  

Contact Colleen Frein at the Chamber 
(641.423.5724) to purchase a card 
or to learn more about how the 
Concierge Card could benefit your 
business or employees.

Powerful Visibility on the Chamber Website!
tilize the Web and the Chamber name to promote your business or organization. 
Upgrade opportunities are available, including the ability to display your logo in 
our Online Business Directory, increase visibility to your own web link, and provide 
enhancements that give a professional first impression.

ENHANCED LISTINGS
Our website, www.masoncityia.com, has an average of 8,000-10,000 views every month! As a 
benefit of membership, you receive a free basic listing on our site with the option of upgrading 
to an Enhanced Listing. While both provide excellent exposure to potential clients, the Enhanced 
Listing will ensure you put your “best face forward” with your online presence.

• Priority placement over Basic Listings
• Expanded 1600 character business description 
• Enhanced map listing
• Logo/image in search results and on member page & 200 character description under 

company name in search results
• Video & photo slideshow

BANNER ADS
There is a great deal of value in targeting the market already driven to the Chamber’s Online 
Business Directory. Utilize the web and the Chamber name to promote your business. You can 
choose between a “premium banner” which is displayed on the main Business Directory page or 
a “category banner” which is displayed within your business category.
 
• 600x100 personalized pixel banner image at top of Directory page
• Priority placement over Basic & Enhanced Listings in search results
• Includes Enhanced Listing
• Limited to three banners (on directory homepage or within category)

For more details regarding these opportunities, please contact Colleen at the Chamber.

Colleen Frein
Community Concierge

U

Chamber 
Concierge Card
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Sport events bring big impact to Mason City 

“Follow US Into 2017” contest recap 
Did you know there are over 2 million active users on Facebook; with 

the average user base growing by eight people per second or 7,246 
people every 15 minutes?   

Further more, videos are the most shared content type on Facebook. 
In September 2014, Facebook 
users watched a collective 1 
billion videos per day—today that 
figure is more than 4 billion and 
75% of those video views occur 
on mobile devices. 
Facebook currently is Visit Mason 
City’s most influential social 

media platform. Due to 
demographics and interest, VMC is actively retaining and engaging with 
followers on Facebook.  

In the recent Facebook campaign “Follow US Into 2017”, users were 
asked to follow (or “like”) Visit Mason City’s Facebook page to be 
entered into a contest. The objective was to grow our Facebook 
audience to more than 5,000. Utilization of a promotional video and 
weekly prize drawings (courtesy of local businesses) quickly made our 
goal a reality and resulted in more than 290 new followers of Visit 
Mason City.  

North Iowa is home to a variety of sport venues and facilities—great baseball 
complexes, indoor and outdoor arenas, soccer fields, golf courses, and more 
can be found right here in Cerro Gordo County. These offerings, combined 
with Mason City’s convenient location, make us a prime destination for 
sporting events. These events bring a great share of visitors and sports 
participants to our area and boost our local economy.  
In Mason City alone, VMC worked with 40 sporting events during FY15-16 
which resulted in an estimated 46,832 visitors to the community, generating  
$4.4 million in visitor spending!  

The North Iowa Sports Authority, a partnership between Visit Mason City / Clear Lake Area Chamber of 
Commerce, is seeking area coaches, sport event coordinators and sport facility operators who are interested in 
learning more about grant funding (up to $50,000) available to help fund sporting events that attract tourists to 
the area.  

The focus of the North Iowa Sports Authority is to attract, support and promote sporting events in Cerro 
Gordo County that generate visitor spending in the area. A visitor is an individual that lives beyond 90-miles of 
Cerro Gordo County.  

The ultimate objective is to attract, retain and expand area-sporting events that generate visitor spending. 
It’s a win-win for both parties, as well as the community.  

 FY17 sports grant recipients: Inland Lake Yachting Association, North Iowa Spin Cannonball Cross, United 
States Dressage Federation Regional Championships, Mason City Youth Hockey, Knights of Columbus State 
Bowling Tournament, Mid States Horse Shows, and River City Adult Slow Pitch Tournament.  These events are 
estimated to attract more than 21,000 visitors and generate more than 1.7 million in economic impact. 

To learn more about brining your event to Mason City and grant funding from the North Iowa Sports 
Authority, please contact Lindsey James: ljames@visitmasoncityiowa.com / 641-422-1663. 

Congratulations to our 
contest winners: 

Week 1: Zach Tibbits & Janet Brown 
Week 2: Katie M. Schmidt 
Week 3: Kevin McCann 
Week 4: Dolly Metzger  
Grand Prize Winners:  
Denise Wood & Dan Pruisman  
 
THANK YOU to the following  
businesses for their generous  
Donations to our prize giveaways: 
Book World, Burger King,  
Cabin Coffee, Carlos O’Kellys,  
Cinema West, Grandma Sugar’s  
Cupcakery, Historic Park Inn,  
Holiday Inn Express, Mason City 
Country Club, North Iowa Golf,  
Riddle’s Jewelry, River City Society  
for Historic Preservation,  
and Roller City. 

WATCH THE VIDEO: http://bit.ly/2jzANid 

@MasonCityIowa 

@VisitMasonCity 

@VisitMasonCityIowa 

@visitmasoncity 

Get Social With 
Visit Mason City! 
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The CulTure & CharaCTer
Of Our COmmuniTy

IS OUR DOWNTOWN!

Our mission is to 
enhance, promote 

and preserve 
downtown Mason 

City as a diverse 
business, cultural 

and residential 
destination, for 

the benefit of the 
entire community. 

uPCOminG eVenTS:
Watch your email 

inbox for your 
invitation to our 
Chamber After 

Hours!

Thank You To Our Investment Partners
Main Street Mason City is a stand alone organization that relies on donations from the community to continue their work to 
promote, preserve and grow the downtown district. Thanks to the following investors who have committed to assist in our 
mission. 
Platinum: First Citizens Bank Gold: Mercy Mercy Medical Center-North Iowa

Silver: 

Park Dentistry | Henkel Construction

Friends of Main Street: 
Haines Insurance | Southbridge Mall | Jim & Amanda Ragan | Cerro Gordo Abstract Co. | Alliant Energy | The Historic Park Inn | Tierney Properties 
| Reflections Salon | NSB Bank | McGladrey LLP | Edwards Brandt & Associates | Waggoner & Wineinger Architects | Louis Althof - Thrivent | 
Veenstra & Kimm | Zilges Appliance Center | Brick Furniture | J & J Welding | Kristy Marquis - State Farm Insurance | Furniture Mattress Outlet | G8 
Development Inc./Philip Chodur | Byron & Ann Beasley | Good Shepherd | Ermer Insurance & Financial Services, Inc. | Bergland + Cram Architects | 
Jones, Lemon, Meier Partnership | The Holiday Inn Express | Kent Apartments - City Center 

Steven Van Steenhuyse
Partner Liaison - City of Mason City

Austin Pehl
Waggoner & Wineinger Architects 

Mellisa Leach
The Historic Park Inn

Susan Rebedeau
N IA Therapy Associates

Mike Tickal
Oak Leaf Comics and Collectibles

February 2017
February already? 2017 is off to a flying start at Main Street Mason 

City! Here's what's coming up: 

Main Street Mason City will host a Chamber of Commerce Business 
After Hours on Thursday, February 16, in the third-floor meeting 

room of the North Iowa Regional Commerce Center--watch for your 
email invitation. There's a lot going on, including new things being 

planned for this year, and we can't wait to share them with you! 

Dates have been selected, and arrangements are underway for Friday 
Night Live events this summer. Once again this year, there will be 

four: in June, July, and August, with the additional September event 
held in conjunction with the Great River City Festival, which will 
have other added features this year--and RAGBRAI is back in the 
area in July as well! Sponsorship opportunities are available for all 

of our popular and well-attended outdoor events downtown, and 
they provide excellent advertising value for your business. Some 

spots are already taken! Contact Main Street Mason City for details: 
641-494-0003, or director@mainstreetmasoncity.com.

On the business side of things, we're pleased to report that Main 
Street Mason City recently signed a new, 2-year agreement with the 
state and national Main Street programs. The Main Street program is 
a valuable resource for communities' downtowns, and we're pleased 

to part of it. 

Metalcraft Inc. | Clear Lake Bank & Trust | Petersen Plaza | North Iowa Oral Surgery | Farmers State Bank | Moorman Clothiers | Central

President/Treas.
Chris Droscha
Clear Lake Bank & Trust 
cdroscha@clearlakebank.com
Vice President
Cally Peterson
Moorman Clothiers
cally@moormanclothiers.com

Secretary
Mindy Klapperich
First Citizens Bank
mklapperich@firstcitizensnb.com

Staff
Colleen M. Devine
Executive Director
director@mainstreetmasoncity.com

   Main Street Minute 
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NORTH IOWA CORRIDOR INITIATES 
LONG-RANGE PLANNING PROCESS

T  HE NORTH IOWA CORRIDOR AND  
several partners are embarking on a 
long-range strategic visioning process, 

and have engaged TIP Strategies to guide 
the development of a regional economic 
development strategic plan for Mason City, 
Clear Lake, and Cerro Gordo County. This 
initiative will create a framework to capture 
concepts, build strategies and partnerships, 
and develop a process to guide our efforts 
to achieve shared goals. Partners in the 
project include the Mason City and Clear 
Lake Area Chambers of Commerce, NIACC, 
John Pappajohn Entrepreneurship Center, 
Iowa Works North Iowa, and many more. 

“We look forward to the opportunity to 
collaborate with our regional partners 
and the TIP consulting team to generate 
meaningful strategies that will accelerate 
the growth and prosperity of this area,” 
said Chad Schreck, president and CEO of 
the North Iowa EDC. “TIP has a 20-plus year 
track record of developing thoughtful and 
data-supported strategic plans for regions 
like North Iowa. Their experience will help 
us to better align resources and build 
consensus on how our communities desire 
to grow into the future.” 

“TIP is honored to have been selected 
to assist in this important work,” said TIP 
Strategies Senior Partner Jeff Marcell. “We 
are excited to work closely with the North 
Iowa partners to design a blueprint that will 
ensure the North Iowa region is positioned 
for a bright economic future.”

The first phase of the project will kick off 
in mid-February when the TIP consulting 
team will conduct multiple stakeholder 
interviews and roundtables to understand 
the community’s economic priorities 
and successes. That information will be 
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combined with the latest statistical data 
available to inform the proposed strategies. 
The resulting plan will identify a diverse set 
of recommendations that will strategically 
position the North Iowa region among 
target industry decision-makers, bolster 
entrepreneurship and innovation in 
the area, support future growth sectors 
through effective workforce development 
initiatives, and enhance quality of place. 
The plan will balance the need to expand 
and diversify the region’s industrial and 
employment base with the needs and 
interests of existing businesses and the 
local workforce. 

The strategic plan’s goal is to create new 
opportunities for growth for the region 
by building upon North Iowa’s existing 
strategic priorities, unique asset base, and 
past successes. Most importantly, the plan 
will be supported by a comprehensive 
implementation strategy that will outline 
the tools needed to effectively execute on 
the recommendations. 

“We look forward to getting started 
and building on the foundation our 
communities and regional partners have 
built. Our first order of business is to get out 
in the region and meet with stakeholders 
and community members to help TIP 
glean as much about our area as possible,” 
Schreck said.

In the coming weeks a website, community 
survey, and more information about how 
to get involved in the process will be sent 
out. Stay tuned for more updates and 
opportunities as we work through the 
process, which is expected to play out over 
a 6-8 month timeframe.

IN  THE

FEBRUARY  2017

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dan Varnum, Chairman of the Board 
 Mercy Medical Center – North Iowa

Deb Blaser Gretillat, Vice Chairman 
 NutriQuest

Tim Esbeck, Treasurer 
 Manufacturer’s Bank & Trust

Terry Peterson, Secretary 
 AmericInn Clear Lake

Gary Schmit, Past Chairman 
 Henkel Construction Company

Mayor Eric Bookmeyer 
 City of Mason City

Mayor Nelson Crabb 
 City of Clear Lake

Supervisor Tim Latham 
 Cerro Gordo County 

Dr. Steven Schulz 
 North Iowa Area Community College

Tom Drzycimski 
 Cerro Gordo County

Scott Flory 
 City of Clear Lake

Brent Trout 
 City of Mason City

Nate Carney 
 Dean Snyder Construction

Joleen Fleming 
 First Citizens Bank

Travis Hickey 
 City of Mason City

Arthur Jones 
 International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
 Local 238

Brian Perkins 
 MetalCraft

Paul Stevenson 
 Clear Lake Bank and Trust

Officers:

Ex-Officios:

Directors:



“NIACC does not discriminate in employment or education.  See http://www.niacc.edu/about/non-discrimination-statement/ for additional information.” 

This year the NIACC John Pappajohn Center and the NIACC Small Business Development Center (SBDC) 
worked to help 22 new businesses get started creating 106 new jobs in North Iowa. One of the first questions 
we hear from our client’s is usually concerning their need for capital. This year we assisted new and existing 
business acquire $4,705,775 in debt or equity funding to help them start or grow their businesses. The     
number of people we help to educate, coach and inform totaled 4,711 program participants. By all accounts, 
we had a productive year. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PAPPAJOHN CENTER STAFF 
 

Tim Putnam, Director 
Brook Boehmler, SBDC Director 
Daniel Pitts Winegarden,  Acceleration & Incubation Services Director 
Kelley Crane, School Partnership Entrepreneurial Coordinator 
Anna LaVallee, Administrative Assistant-Accelerator 
Mary Spitz, Administrative Assistant-NIACC JPEC & SBDC 

Working together to grow North Iowa:  
Summary of new business starts and participation 

500 College Drive, Ste 120 · Mason City, IA 50401  
Visit us online @ www.niacc.edu/pappajohn 1-888-GO-NIACC or 641-422-4111  

 Upcoming Events 
Start Smart Workshops 
February 1—6:00-8:00pm;  NIACC (PC 117) 500 College Drive,  Mason City  
February 8—6:00-8:00pm;  NIACC (PC 117) 500 College Drive,  Mason City  
North Iowa Tech Brew 
February 21—5:00-7:00pm; Mason City Brewing, 28 E. State St.,  Mason City 
Call 641-422-4111 or email mary.spitz@niacc.edu for these free sessions 

NIACC Pappajohn Center, SBDC & 
Business Accelerator Business Statistics 

 

 

 Annual Since 1997 

New Business Starts 22 535 

New Jobs Created 106 1,718 

Entrepreneurship    
Program Participants 

4,711 50,034 

   There are still seats available for the upcoming Launch & Grow Your Business 
 

   February 16—April 20; Thursday evenings 6:00-9:30pm; NIACC (PC117) 500 College Drive, Mason City  
   Tuition $199/Course #105772/Call 641.422.4358 to register 



College Connections
ll Chamber members are encouraged to involve summer 
interns in a FREE program designed to connect young 
workers to our community and to each other! (Businesses 
who are not Chamber Members may enroll interns for $100).

College Connections provides a series of social and educational 
activities on a once-a-week schedule throughout the summer, June 
1 - July 27, 2017. Chamber members will serve as “Lunch & Learn” 
speakers on a variety of topics relevant to college students and new 
graduates. In addition to the scheduled social activities, 
a list of popular area recreational activities will be 
provided for participants to pursue outside of the 
program’s regular meeting times.

We are able to offer this program free to interns, from 
the help of our sponsors. Please consider sponsoring 
College Connections with a $100 contribution.

Please contact Marketing and Leadership Director, 
Allyson Krull at the Chamber (akrull@masoncityia.
com) to register your intern or to become a sponsor. 

A

Phone 641.423.5724  www.masoncityia.com  chamber@masoncityia.com  Fax 641.423.5725

Video Services
The Chamber is offers video 
production services! Whether you are 
looking for a short clip to promote an 
upcoming event, or a longer video to 
showcase your business, we can help 
you with your video marketing.

Promotional Video (Long) - $1,000
• 3:00-8:00 minute video
• Majority video content (shot by 

contractor)
• Script/outline developed by 

contractor in collaboration with 
purchaser

• Featured in weekly Chamber News 
for one month

• Post to Chamber social media sites
• Digital copy provided to purchaser 

with rights to own/use video

Promotional Video (Short) - $500
• 1:30-3:00 minute video
• Majority video content (shot by 

contractor)
• Script/outline developed by 

contractor in collaboration with 
purchaser

• Featured in weekly Chamber News 
for one month

• Post to Chamber social media sites
• Digital copy provided to purchaser 

with rights to own/use video

Social Media Video (Long) - $250
• 1:00-1:30 minute video
• Majority video content (shot by 

contractor)
• Script/outline developed by 

contractor in collaboration with 
purchaser

• Post to Chamber social media sites

Social Media Vdieo (Short) - $100
• :30-1:00 minute video
• Photo/video content (video shot by 

contractor)
• Script/outline developed by 

purchaser (may collaborate with 
contractor)

• Post to Chamber social media sites

Contact Colleen at the Chamber 
(cfrein@masoncityia.com | 
641.423.5724) for more information.

“College Connections helps interns envision our community as a place to live, rather than 
just a temporary place to work. If you want to invest in retaining an intern, I would highly 
recommend enrolling them in this program.” 
     - Kristy Sagdalen King, Bergland+Cram

Post Your Events on Our Calendar
Are you looking for a free way to promote your upcoming event? Chamber members are 
encouraged to post their events on our online event calendar! In addition to displaying on our 
website, we also notify members of upcoming events in our “Member News” section of the 
weekly Chamber News emails. Be sure to spread the word and post your events! 

Please follow the steps below to submit your event to our online event calendar:

1. Go to the member login page at masoncityia.com and type in your username and password 
   (Contact the Chamber if you need your login 
    information)

2. Once logged in, click on the “Events” 
    icon at the top of the page.

3. To create a new event, click the blue 
    “Add Event” button in the right-hand 
    corner.

4. Fill out all necessary event information 
    and click “Submit for Approval”



Blue Zones 
Project ®

OvERHEAD DOOR COMPANY 
OF MASON CITY/MID-WEST 
ROOFING COMPANY

In addition to lowering 
absenteeism and health care 
costs, certified Blue Zones 
Project worksites have fun!

Congratulations to Overhead 
Door Company of Mason City/
Mid-West Roofing Company 
employees for winning the most 
recent Blue zones Pot Luck 
challenge. 

Both office and field employees 
participated and were able 
to enjoy employee-prepared 
healthy offerings. According to 
employee Meagan Steinberg, the 
event was a success they plan 
to repeat. “We hope to do this 
again—and take advantage of 
vegetables and fruits that are in 
season,” she said. 

Please contact Mason City 
Blue zones Project at 
bluezonesproject@masoncity.net 
to share your potluck experience!
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Ribbon Cuttings

NEW MEMBER
Gourley, Rehkemper & Lindholm, PLC
520 S Pierce Ave, Ste 209

NEW MEMBER
Legacy Logistics Freight/
Legacy Financial Services
500 College Dr, Ste 127A/B

Thank you to this year’s Premier members who have gone above and beyond in their support 
of the Chamber programs, events, and the North Iowa Band Festival.

These members have made commitments to our Investor Packages or customized their own
package from our many events, sponsorships, and marketing packages. Premier status gives
members special mentions in the monthly newsletter, first chance at events and sponsorships, 
and special recognition at the Annual Meeting.

Gold ($6,000 & up): 
First Citizens Bank

Silver ($3,000 - $5,999): 
98.7 KISS Country / 103.7 The Fox ▪ Cargill Kitchen Solutions ▪ CENT Credit Union 
Clear Lake Bank & Trust ▪ Diamond Jo Casino ▪ Holiday Inn Express & Suites – Mason City
ITC Midwest ▪ Mason City Clinic ▪ Mason City Motor Company ▪ POET Biorefining - Hanlontown
Principal Financial Group

Bronze ($1,000 - $2,999): 
Ag Ventures Alliance ▪ Farmers State Bank ▪ Henkel Construction Co.
Mercy Medical Center – North Iowa ▪ North Iowa Area Community College (NIACC)
North Iowa Community Credit Union ▪ Wal-Mart SuperCenter

Premier Members



Chamber Leadership
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Upcoming Events   MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Executive Committee
Dave Bergan, Chairman of the Board
   Smithfield 
Steve Noto, Past Chairman
   Stoney Creek Hospitality Corporation
Craig Miller, Treasurer
   First Citizens Bank
Kelly Hansen, Government Affairs 
   Division vice President / Chair Elect
   POET Biorefining - Hanlontown
Rodney Huber, Business Division vice President
    Huber Supply Co.
Jeff Nichols, Community & Membership 
   Division vice President
   Opportunity Village
Dr. Steve Schulz, Workforce & Leadership
   Division vice President
   North Iowa Area Community College

Board of  Directors
Josh Brueggeman, Accord Architecture
Dr. Kyle Burgmeier, Burgmeier Dentistry
Ina Cavin, Hy-Vee West 
Tyler Kerr, REG Mason City, LLC
Garett McKiness, McKiness Excavating, Inc.
Dr. Paul Manternach, Mercy Medical Center
    -North Iowa
David Mayberry, Globe Gazette
vijay Muralidaran, Graham Manufacturing
Jamie Nelson, 98.7 KISS Country / 103.7 The 
    Fox / KIOW 107.3 / KCHA 95.9
Kirk Paulson, NSB Bank
Jessica Reith, Cargill Kitchen Solutions
Crystal Shellhart, Holiday Inn Express & Suites  
   - Mason City
Brian Taylor, Mason City Motor Company

Staff
Robin Anderson, CCE, IOM
   President & Chief Executive Officer
   randerson@masoncityia.com
Allyson Krull
   Marketing & Leadership Development 
   Director
    akrull@masoncityia.com 
Colleen Frein
   Membership Director
    cfrein@masoncityia.com
Kativa Eckholt
   Program Director
    keckholt@masoncityia.com
Linda Johanns
   Service & Operations Director
    ljohanns@masoncityia.com

This is a Mason City Chamber of Commerce Publication. Mason 
City, Iowa 50401 641.423.5724

Publications are monthly for $20 per year by the Mason City 
Chamber of Commerce, 9 North Federal Avenue, Mason City, 
IA 50401-3250. Second Class postage paid at Mason City, IA. 
Postmaster: send address changes to The Chamber, 9 North 
Federal Avenue, Mason City, IA 50401-3250.

March 16 Business After Hours Sponsored by Amish Heirlooms
March 22 Ag Breakfast
March 28 Lunch & Learn Sponsored by Haas Chiropractic
March 29 Meridith Elliott Powell Seminar
March 30 Business After Hours Sponsored by The Main Event & 
  Butcher’s Steakhouse

North Iowa Band Festival Committee | 12:15-1PM
Band Festival Room | Commerce Center | 9 N Federal

Tuesday - Thursday
February 7-9

Chamber Bowl | Registration at 3:30PM, Bowling at 4PM
Mystic Lanes | 2571 4th St SE

Friday
February 10

Blue zones Worksite Committee | 3:30-4:30PM
Board Room | Commerce Center | 9 N Federal

Events Committee | 12-1PM
1st Floor Conference Room | Commerce Center | 9 N Federal

Thursday
February 9

Networking Events

Business Resource Committee | 7:30-8AM
Online Forum

Wedneday
February 1

Wednesday
February 8

Agribusiness Committee | 7:30AM
Board Room | Commerce Center | 9 N Federal

Get Involved/Committee Meetings

Wednesday
February 22

Chamber Board Meeting | 7-8AM
Board Room | Commerce Center | 9 N Federal

Thursday
February 16

Business After Hours | 4:30-6:30PM  
Sponsored by Main Street Mason City 
Third Floor Event Room | Commerce Center | 9 N Federal Ave

Ambassador Meeting | 12-1PM
Third Floor Event Room | Commerce Center | 9 N Federal Ave

Tuesday
February 7

Thursday
February 16


